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Year 11 English Overview 2007-2008

	Unit/ Time/ Duration/Genre
	Content/Objectives
	Guiding Questions/AoI Focus
	Assessments

	To Cut A Long Story Short

Aug-Sep

(5 weeks)

Short story
	Through the close reading and analysis of late nineteenth century short fiction (short stories by Saki, O.Henry, Chopin, Perkins Gillman), to consider the themes of the changing place of women in society and the role of science and faith, and to develop understanding of short story conventions, including a review of key literary concepts such as characterization, plot, point of view.
	· Science versus faith: which is most relevant in the 21st century? (HSE)

· Has the place of women in modern society changed? (HSE)

· How does the short story differ from the novel? (HF)


	Formative:

Journal

Characterisation poster

Hot seating

Written analysis

U shaped debate

Summative:

Comparative essay (A, B, C)

	The Art of Poetry

Oct-Nov

(6 weeks)

Poetry

Short story


	Poetry on the topic of the myth of Icarus by Auden, Hemp, Curtis, Williams, Field, Pastula. Compare with artistic depictions of the myth. Consider the creative process and compare poetry to art. Consider the importance of allusion in poetry and literature. How do artists find inspiration? Use conventions of short story writing to produce piece of creative writing inspired by a work of art. Explain elements in annotations of the short story using review tool.
	· What is the responsibility of the artist in society? (CS)

· How do artists seek inspiration for their creative work?(HF)

· How do other works of art inspire, inform and enhance new creative art? (HF)


	Formative: 

Journal

Group seminars on chosen poets

Summative:

Group oral presentation (Powerpoint) (A. B, C)

Annotated original short story (A)



	Fair is Foul

Dec-Jan

(7 weeks)

Drama


	Close study of key scenes of “Macbeth”.  Compare film versions of “Macbeth”. Debate the motivation of Lady Macbeth. Consider the use of literary devices in enriching Shakespeare’s themes: characterization, pathetic fallacy, paradox, imagery, simile, metaphor etc.


	· How has Shakespeare crafted words to deliver his themes? (HF)

· How does theatre limit and empower the playwright? (HF)

· What are the consequences of peer pressure? (HSE)

· How do individuals reach ethical decisions in morally ambiguous contexts? (HSE)
	Formative: 

Journal

U-shaped debates

Summative:

Socratic seminar on key scenes (A, C)

In-class expository essay (A, B, C)

	The Beast is a Hunter

Feb-Mar

(6 weeks)

Novel
	Through the study of Golding’s Lord of the Flies, consider the use of the literary elements of plot and characterization and especially setting, and the use of the devices allegory and symbolism. Consider the place of technology in our world and its contribution to civilization. 
	· What is the effect of the environment on the individual? (E)

· What makes humans civilized? (HSE)

· How and when is important to sublimate our individual desires for the needs of the group? (CS)

· How do symbols operate in our daily lives? (HF)
	Formative: 

Journal

Literature circles

Tableaux of key scenes

Summative:

Individual oral commentary (A, B, C)

	Shooting an Elephant

Mar-Apr 

(6 weeks)

Autobiography

Travelogue
	Consideration of various forms of non-fictional prose types: autobiography, travelogue, essays on the themes of colonization, tradition and modernization. Works studied include memoir by Orwell, travel writing by Bryson and Matthiessen, and excerpts from Achebe’s Things Fall Apart.
	· What is the impact of immigration on local culture? (E)

· When should we value traditional culture over modernization? (HSE)

· How do agents of change (colonizers, tourists, indusrialiists) help and hinder local peoples? (CS)
	Formative: 

Journal 

Debate 

Newspaper article

Letters of concern

Persuasive writing:

Travelogue/memoir pastiche (A, B, C)

	Visions of Reality

May-Jun

(6 weeks)

Film

Novella
	Study of the impact of genre in making meaning through the study and comparison of the film text “The Matrix” and Kafka’s novella  “The Metamorphosis”. Tone and style will be explored through writing pastiches, using Kafka-esque language. Genre will be explored through the production of a trailer for a film version of “The Metaamorphosis”. Consider TOK style questions of knowing and reality.
	· How do we know what is real? (HF)

· Can our senses/reason/instincts be trusted? (HSE)

· How do expectations of genre affect our understanding of texts? (HF)


	Formative: 

Journal

Trailer and evaluation

Summative:

Pastiche and statement of intent

(A,B, C)




