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Year 8 Overview 2007-2008

	Unit/ Time/ Duration/Genre
	Content/Objectives
	Guiding Questions/AoI Focus
	Assessments

	Stand Up For Your Rights

Aug-Oct

(8 weeks)

Novel

Poetry

Song lyrics
	Students examine the meaning of human rights and their application in society through the study of various texts, including international human rights covenants, protest songs and poetry, excerpts from Dickens’ Oliver Twist, Le Guin’s short story, “The Ones Who Walk Away From Omelas”, and the novel Lizzie Bright and the Buckminster Boy.
	· What are human rights? 

· Are some human rights more important than others?

· Who should protect human rights?

· What are my rights and responsibilities? (HSE)
	Formative:

Journal

Roleplays

Script

Visual interpretation

Vocabulary building

Summative:

Letter of concern

	Media and Reality

Oct-Dec

(7 weeks)

Poetry

Media
	Students consider the effect of media on their lives and its influence on society and culture. Texts studied include the documentary, “Super Size Me”, selected poetry and advertisements from the print and electronic media.


	· How are we manipulated by the media? (HSE)

· How can we assert our rights a consumers? (CS)
	Formative:

Journal

Roleplays

Vocabulary building

Summative:

Commercial and statement of intent

	Romeo Versus Juliet

Jan-Feb

(6 weeks)

Drama
	Students explore teenage and family relationships and the effect of societal stratification on socialization. Texts studied include excerpts from Shakesepeare’s “Romeo and Juliet”, Baz Luhrmann’s film and selected poetry. 
	· How much are we limited by our family background? (HSE)

· 
	Formative:

Journal

Roleplays

Hot seating

Vocabulary building

Summative:

	Children in Wartime

Mar-Apr

(8 weeks)

Novel

Film

Diary
	Students consider the lives of children in wartime at various stages of history through the study of Khaled Hosseini’s The Kite Runner, Spielberg’s “The Empire of the Sun” and the diary of Ann Frank.
	· How would you react in a crisis? 

· What is the impact on children in wartime? (HSE)

· How can individuals help prevent war? (CS)
	Formative:

Journal

Roleplays

Hot seating

Vocabulary building

Summative:

Diary of a child in wartime

	We Can Be Heroes

Oct-Dec

(8 weeks)

Short story

Autobiography
	Consider the nature of heroism through comparison with recognized heroes in various fields and the less celebrated ‘heroes’ in our daily lives. Students will research and report on one famous hero. Students will focus on one or two incidents from a hero’s life as the subject of a short story.
	· What makes somebody heroic? (HSE)
· How does the individual act heroically? (CS)

· How does the short story writer use dialogue?
	Formative:

Journal

Vocabulary building

Summative:

Individual Oral Presentation/oral report

Creative writing: short story

	Literature Circles

Oct-Jun

(Concurrent throughout the year)

Novel
	Students will take part in literature circle once per semester, taken once a week. Reading list includes:

The Garbage King

The View From Saturday

Why the Whales Came

Ruby Tanya

Luke Baldwin’s Vow
	· How do characterisation, plot, theme, point of view and narrative style impact on the storytellingin novels? (HF)
	Formative:

Role preparation

Group discussion

Summative: 

Comparative essay


