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P/anning for Further Education

The aim of this booklet is to heIP you develoP a strategy for choosinga course and
gettinga Place at an institution of Hig}‘ner Education. It contains guidance and advice
for making decisions, with sPeciFic advice regarding aPPIng to UK, US, Canadian,

Australian and Hong Kong Universities.



The next months are among, the most imPortant in your life. You need to decide where

you want to study, which course you want to follow and the type of institution you
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This handbook will help you navigatc the trickg and sometimes treacherous process of selccting

and applging to universities. Many of the sections of this handbook were borrowed from similar
handbooks Proclucccl bg Patrick Campbc”, Further Education Counsellor at Sha Tin Co”cgc,
Hong Kong, and Timothg Thomas, Student Services and Diploma Programme Coordinator at

Dresden International School, Germany.



Career Planning TiPs

Career Planning has t]ﬁree stePs t]ﬁat you will cycle t]ﬁroug]ﬁ and rePeat t]ﬁroug]ﬁout
your working life. By Fo”owing these steps, you can make career decisions that are
rig]ﬁt for you. You'll know what your oPtions are and what it will take to reach your

goals.

First, take a realistic look at your strengths, weaknesses

and interests.

Consider:

What are your goals?

What can help you achieve your goals, and what obstacles could get in your way?

What types of work and school courses and activities aPPeal to you? What interests you?

What do you do well now, and what skills have you gainecl through exPerience?

Second, explore your oPtions.

it's hard to know what you want to do "when you grow uP" if you aren't even aware of the Possibili’cies.

Here are ajus’c a few ways to find career information:

Discuss your career and educational Plans with your Parents, counsellor or other interested
People.

SPencl time with People whose activities interest you.

Volunteer or work in ajob that interests you.



l‘:inallg, consider issues that can affect your Plans.

Take aPProPriate actions to accomPlish your goals. Consider:

What do you need to s’cucly in order to have the career that you want?
What schools offer the training you need?

How will you pay for school?

Are HOU reacly to search {:OF ajob?

Think about Your Reasons for Going to University

what do you want to be when you "grow uP" and how will university helP you get there?

Although university cannot be all things to all students, with proper Planning it can meet your
needs and exPec’cations. High school is an excellent time to iclenti{(j what you expect from

university.

Use your interests, abilities, and Premcerences to help you choose a

career ancl Plan HOUI" eclucation.

As you decide which universities and major(s) interest you, keeP your long—term goals in mind.

Decisions about university are Part of the career Planning process.

For examPle, if you like Planes and want to clesign them, look for a strong aeronautical
engineering program. Decide what you want from life and use university as a tool to helP you

get there.




Finding what’s rlght' for YOU...

Please use the form below to collate some of your Personal information, which will be

useful backgrouncl when cliscussing oPtions and ideas with teachers and counsellors.

PERSONAL DETAILS

Name: Year:

Courses:

Year 11 (MYP courses):

Year 12 (IB Higher, Standard Level courses):

CAS Commitments:

Other clualimcications and awards:

Initial Premcerences or ideas regarcling Possible careers:



Some Initial Questions to Get You Started

1. W]ﬁat are your areas of interest?

2. Do you have any career Plans?

3. W]"liC]"l course /tHPC of Programme would you like to take?
Assoc./ Bach. Degree Diploma Other

4. Where would you like to 207

Australia Canada UK USA HongKong Ot]ﬁerCountry

5. Research:  How? Where?

Read about the subjects you mig]ﬁt like to study.

ook up University/ Co”ege websites.

Send off for individual prospectuses, aPPIications, etc.

Take advantage of Presentations (such as Education Fairs, visiting sPeakers, etc. and
ask questions regarding issues like Funding, sc]ﬁolars]ﬁips, programmes and

aPPhcatlons.

Use the summer holiday to visit the Places you will be aPPIng to. Use the Internet
(e.g. www.careercruising.com for career PreFerences/ university c]ﬁoices; Stamford

Test (visit ucas.com) for Possible courses,/ majors.)

Get some work exPerience to get a taste of what your future mig]ﬁt be like.




50 QUESTIONS TO EVALUATE YOURSELF

The questions which follow can heIP you focus career tracks, university selection
and admission where it belongs: on YOU as an individual. You may feel
embarrassed or self-conscious when you first consider these questions. However,
an honest and t]ﬁoug]ﬁhcul self-evaluation can reveal what you should look for in
your future and prepare you for statements you will be asked to make about
HourselF in essays and interviews when you aPPIH to co”ege. if you are wi”ing to
look seriouslg at Hourselﬁ you can find the universities that are rig]ﬁt for you and

Present HourselF eﬁcectively to t]ﬁem.

YOUR PERSONAL GOALS AND VALUES

1. WHAT ASPECTS OF YOUR HIGH SCHOOL YEARS HAVE YOU
ENJOYED THE MOST? Have you missed anything cluring this time? If you
could live this Periocl over again, would you do anything cliﬁzerently?

2. WHAT VALUES ARE MOST IMPORTANT TO YOU? What do you care
most about? What concerns occupy most o{:your energy, effort and thoughts?

3. HOW DO YOU DEFINE SUCCESS? Are you satisfied with you
accomPlishments to date? What do you want to accomPlish in the years ahead?

4. WHAT KIND OF PERSON WOULD YOU LIKE TO BECOME? Omcyour
unique gi{:’cs and s’creng’chs, which would you most like to develop? what would you
most like to change about yoursel{:’?

5. Is there anythingyou have ever secretly wanted to do or be? If you had A YEAR
TO GO ANYWHERE AND DO WHATEVER YOU WANTED, how would
you sPend that year?

6. What EVENTS OR EXPERIENCES HAVE SHAPED YOUR GROWTH
and the WAY you THINK?

YOUR EDUCATION

7. What are your ACADEMIC INTERESTS? Which courses have you enjoyecl the
most? Which courses have been most difficult for you?

8. What do youCHOOSE TO LEARN when you can learn on your own? Consider
interests Pursuecl begoncl class assignments: ToPics chosen for research papers,
inclepenclent Projec’cs; inclepenclent reading; school activi’cies;Job/volunteer work.

What do your choices show about your interests and the way you lilce to learn?




10.

11.

12.

13.

14.

HOW DO YOU LEARN BEST? What methods of ’ceaching and style of
’ceaching engage your interest and effort the most?

How would you DESCRIBE YOUR SCHOOL? Is learning and academic
success resPec’ced there? Has your school environment encouraged you to
develop your interests, talents and abilities? Have you felt limited by your school
environment in any way? What would you preserve or change about your school if
you had the power and money to do s07?

How much do you genuinely like to read, discuss issues and exchange ideas? What
has been your most STIMULATING INTELLECTUAL EXPERIENCE in
recent years?

How well HAS YOUR SCHOOL PREPARED YOU FOR UNIVERSITY? In
what areas of skill or lcnowledge do you feel confident or ina&equately Prepare&
for further s’cudy? Have you been cha”enged by your courses?

Have you worked up to your Po’cential in high school? ARE YOUR ACADEMIC
RECORDS AND TEST SCORES AN ACCURATE MEASURE OF
YOUR ABILITY AND POTENTIAL? What do you consider the best
measures ofzyour Po’cential for university level work?

Are there any OUTSIDE CIRCUMSTANCES (in your recent exPerience or
background)WHICH ~ HAVE  INFLUENCED YOUR ACADEMIC
PERFORMANCE? Consider such factors as: after-school Job, home
resPonsibilities or difficulties, excessive school activities, illness or emotional stress,
Parental pressure, English not sPolcen at home, Problems of course scheduling or

o’cher Fac’cors which are unique to your recent exPerience or baclcground.

YOUR ACTIVITIES AND INTERESTS

15.

16.

7.

18.

What ACTIVITIES DO YOU MOST ENJOY OUTSIDE THE DAILY
ROUTINE of school and other resPonsibilities’? Which activities have meant the
most to you? Loolcing back, would you have made different choices?

Do your ACTIVITIES SHOW ANY PATTERN OF COMMITMENT,
COMPETENCE OR CONTRIBUTION?

How would others describe YOUR ROLE IN YOUR SCHOOL OR HOME
COMMUNITY? What do you consider your most signhcicant contribution?
AFTER A LONG, HARD DAY WHAT DO YOU MOST ENJOY DOING?

what do you do for fun? for relaxation?



THE WORLD AROUND YOU

19.

20.

21,

22,

23.

24,
25.

How would you DESCRIBE YOUR SCHOOL, FAMILY, HOME TOWN?
How has your environment influenced your way of thinking’? How have your
interests and abilities been acknowledged or limited by your school and/or home?
WHAT DO YOUR PARENTS AND FRIENDS EXPECT OF YOU? How
have their exPec’cations influenced the goals and standards you set for yourse”:?
What pressures have you felt to conform?

What has been THE MOST CONTROVERSIAL ISSUE IN YOUR
SCHOOL OR COMMUNITY? How does the issue concern you? What has
been your reaction to the controversy? What is your oPinion about the issue?
HAVE YOU EVER ENCOUNTERED PEOPLE WHO THOUGHT/
ACTED DIFFERENTLY THAN YOU DID? What viewPoints have cha”enged
you the most? How did you resPond?

What distresses you the most about the world around you? it you had the
oPPortunity to CHANGE THE WORLD, where would you start?

Do you have any current or historical HEROES OR HEROINES?

WHAT BOOKS HAVE YOU READ WHICH HAVE CHANGED YOUR
WAY OF THINKING?

YOUR PERSONALITY AND RELATIONSHIPS WITH OTHERS

26.

27.

28.

29.

30.

How would SOMEONE WHO KNOWS YOU WELL DESCRIBE YOU?
Your finest quali’cies’? Your most consPicuous shortcomings? Would you agree with
their assessment? How have you grown or changed duringyour high school years?
Which RELATIONSHIPS ARE MOST IMPORTANT TO YOU AND
WHY? Describe the People whom you consider your best friends. Your best
critics? Your best advocates? How are they similar to or different from you?
DESCRIBE THE GROUPS IN YOUR SCHOOL? Which ones do you feel
you belong to? Which ones do you feel alienated from? what kind of People do
you associate with and admire? Genera”y, how do you resPond to People who
think and act dhq:erently than you do?

How are you INFLUENCED BY OTHERS WHO ARE IMPORTANT TO
YyOou? What pressures have you felt to conform? How imPor’cant to you are
aPProval, rewards and recognition? How do you resPond to pressure, comPeti’cion
or cha”enge? How do you react to failure, disaPPointment or criticism?

How do you feel about CHOICES AND MAKING DECISIONS FOR
YOURSELF? What are the best decisions you have made recently? How much
do you rely on direction, advice or guidance from others? Have you ever chosen

anything because it was new or interes’cing?



What Institution Characteristics Are Most lmportant to

You?

The Fo”owing toPics may be very imPortant as you consider which Particular schools
to aPPIH to. Once you have t]ﬁoug]ﬁt about the academic programmes which best
match what you want to stucly, there are many other considerations which may also be
imPortant in heIPing you make your final decisions about where you to aPPIH’ These
may include toPics such as guaranteed housing, extra-curricular activities, cost of
tuition/]ﬁousing, etc., closeness to major cities, the weat]ﬁer, the school’s
social/recreational scene, and many others.

Write down some of your PreFerences under the Fo”owing headings:

What do | want?

a. TraditionaI/Modern/l_arge/SmalI/Cost
b. CamPus/l_arge City /Small Town
c. Near/Far from relatives/an international airPort

d. Preferred Region/TyPe of environment/Near the Sea — Mountains —
Lakes. ..

e. Type of accommodation (e.g. is ‘residence’ guaranteed for IStyr students?
f. Extra-curricularactivities/opportunities

g Other imPortant considerations. ..
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What Subject to Stucly?

Do you continue with a subject you have already studied in 1B, or do you
choose an entirely new subject, or do you want to aPPIH with an

undeclared/undecided major (north America only}?

Remember subjects at ]'ﬂg]ﬁer education level can be raclica”y different from 1B
and the content/teac]ﬁing/assessment can also vary widely from institution to
institution. Some may Plunge you into the main subject from the first term, while
others ask you to stucly, Per]ﬁaps, three subjects for the first year or deliver a

common core to all students, in social sciences, for example.

For many jobs, the actual degree subject is not as relevant. However, you

SI'TOUICJ C]’]CC‘( careFu”y.

Are you M«:Iy to gain the grades which will be needed to follow a Particular
course”? Remember to ask your teac]ﬁers For t]ﬁeir estimates OF your M«:Iy

Per‘Formance in HOUF 1B exams.

Are there any sPeciaI subject requirements for admission to the course? Check

careFu”y.

How much Hexibility is there in your chosen degree course or Programme? Is a

wide selection of electives available?

One of the most imPortant considerations when aPPIHing for a course is
ENJOYMENT. You must choose a course that YOU want to do, not your

Parents or teac]ﬁersl.

So what subiect/course/maior do you think is rig;ht for you?
7 7 = = =
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WHAT PROGRAMMES ARE AVAILABLE?

Below is a brief clescription of the various types of programmes available for students to
aPPly to in five major destinations. Aclcli’ciona”y, various other countries offer similar types of

Programmes.

A UNITED KINGDOM

DEGREES (BA, BSc, BEd)

These are usua”y three years in duration ({:our years n Scotlancb, or four years ifa Prac’cical
Placement is included. A few courses (e.g., Medicine and Ve’cerinary Science) may last for five
years or more. Tney usua”y require a minimum of 1B DiPloma. Realistic entry requirements will
usua”y be nigner than the minimum quotecl. The clegree oPtions mignt be a subjec’c you have
already studied at school (e.g. English or His’cory) or one which can be started from scratch

(e.g. Law or Accountancy).

HIGHER NATIONAL DIPLOMA (HND)

Tney are usua”y two years in duration when full time (tnree years with a Prac’cical Placement).
Tney usua”y require a minimum of IB certificate.

Tney have a vocational bias, e.g Stage Management.

These diPlomas can be offered as a single subjec’c but often involve s’cucly of several elements
under a single subjec’c neacling (e.g. Business Studies which can incorPorate Law, Accounts,

Economics, Marketing, etc)
Foundation Courses

These have been very PoPular for those with an interest in Art & Design courses. Tney are a
year in leng’ch and students exPerience all media in clePtH At the end of the year they then
decide on which medium/media to pursue as a clegree course. lncreasingly some universities
are oquering these in the science and tecnnologg fields. This allows students to enter fields

that their IB choices may have excluded them from.
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B United States

Unclcrgracluate Degrees (AA, BA, BSc, etc.)

There are two types of clegrees that can be studied for at the unclergracluate level. The
Associate Degree and Professional Certificate are norma”g focused on a narrower and more
Prac’cical or vocational field of s’cucly (e.g. Accountancy) and are usua”y only available from
two-year community/city co”eges. This type of school also may offer first and second year
courses, which will gjve you transfer credit to take with you into the second/third year of a

{:our—gear CngFCC Programme.

The Bachelor Degree norma”y takes four years to comPlete, with the first two years oquering
a broad academic foundation for the sPecialisation in the third and fourth years. When
aPPlying for this type of a clegree, you may or may not have a Particular major in mind when
aPPlying — in either case, the major can be changecl after studies begin without Penal’cy or
neecling to start over. This type of programme offers you breadth and ﬂexibili’cy to try some

new subjec’cs and time to be sure o{: the area you want to sPecialise in at unclergracluate level.

Please note that there are two types of school that offer {:our—year unclergracluate clegrees.
Co”eges are those schools which focus on unclergracluate programmes only. The aclvantage
of this is that the most resPec’ced faculties members at such schools are not ‘saved’ for
research and graclua’ce programmes, but are involved in ’ceaching unclergracluates, inclucling
freshmen. Within this category are schools known as Liberal Arts Co”eges. These schools are
esPecia”y focused on Providing students with a cha”enge in the breadth of their studies
keeping a multi—discipline aPProach through the four years while still having the focus of a
major. The major benefit of co”eges is the attention they give to unclergracluate students.

The other ca’cegory of schools that offer bachelor clegrees is that of the Universi’cy. The
difference between co”eges and universities is not one of status but rather one of focus -
while co”eges focus on unclergracluate clegrees, universities also Provide gracluate and
research programmes. Norma”y, a university will be a collection of schools or faculties and

unclergracluate Programmes may be a Part o{: those schools or {:acul’cies.

A university may also have an unclergracluate co”ege as one of those schools (for examPle,
Yale Co”ege is a Part of Yale Universi’cy). Students benefit from a university’s facilities and

a’cmosphere ]COF acaclemic research ancl discovery.

Remember that most co”eges offer advanced stancling on credit for high gracles in your 1B
Higher’s and occasiona”y Standard’s. However, it is Probablg not wise to make decisions
about which co”ege or universi’cy and which Programme/major to aPPly to based on how much

credit they give.
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C CANADA

Among OECD (Organisation for Economic Co~oPcration and Dcvclopmcnt) countries, Canada devotes
the greatest Proportion of its Public exPendi’cures to Pos’c—secondaxy education.  All
universities and co”eges are government regula’ced and subjec’c to very high standards,

ensuringthat clegrees are nationa”y and internationa”y recognized.

Universities
Universities genera”y offer bachelor's clegrees that require from three to five years to
comPlete, as well as master’s and doctoral clegree programs. There are 9% clegree—granting

institutions in Canada.

Co”cges
Co”eges offer technical training, vocational training, and in some cases, university transfer
programs. They are authorized to grant certificates or diPlomas for programmes that range n

leng’ch from one to three years. There are about 150 of these across the country.

D Australia

Universities and Institutes of Technology offer — doctoral degrees, masters degrees,
graduate diPlomas, graduate certificates and bachelors degrees. Almost all of these are
government Funclecl, although some are Private and students pay fees direc’cly to the

institution.

TAFE Co”eges (Technical and Further Education Co”eges) offer vocational training~

advanced diPlomas, diPlomas and certificates.

Non- Government (Private) Vocational Educational Institutions are a third tyPe of institution.
These are norma”y named Co”eges or Institutes of Business and Technology. These
institutions are established with Private {:uncling. Advanced diPlomas, diPlomas and certificates
are offered.

Degrees usua”y involve at least three years of full time s’cucly, apart from medicine, which is six

and architecture, dentis’cxy and veterinary science, which are genera”y five years in duration.

DiPlomas are norma”y three years of full time s’cucly, vocational in nature and may also count
as credit toward clegree courses.

The number of overseas students in the higher education sector in Australia is increasing at a
signhcicant rate. Each State/Terri’cory has resPonsibili’cy for its own education system, but the

Aus’cralian Government oversees the overa” quality o{: education.
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E HONG KONG

DEGREES (BA, BSc, BEng, ISECD
There are a wide variety o{: courses on oﬁzer. Please re{:er to the universi’cy Prospec’cuses and

websites for lists of all the available courses in each of the Hong Kong universities.

ASSOCIATE DEGREES (Asc)

These are genera”y two-year courses and are a step between an IB DiPloma and a full
Bachelor’s clegree. They can be considered as the foundations for a clegree and are very
similar in s’cyle to the UK HND and the US Associate Degree. HK universities typica”y offer
Pa’chs th rough their Associate Degrees into full clegrees at a variety of universities around the

WOFlCl.

VOCATIONAL QUALIFICATIONS
These are offered in a number of Technical Co”eges and vocationa”y related courses which
focus on Preparation and quali{:ications of Particular vocation/career. Further information is

available in the Careers Centre.
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WHAT GRADES ARE NEEDED?

Remember ~ be Iﬂonest witlﬂ 3ourselmcl

It you cxlocct to gct muc/7 /7{g/76r graa/cs than your teachcrs Iorca/ict and you aIDID/y to
programmes which do not match up with your academic Ioroz[i/c, Yyou may be very

a//}saPPOIhtcd with the lack of offers you receive.

A United Kingdom

Most universities will make offers of Places conditional on mee’cing exPec’cations regarclingthe
overall score on the 1B DiPloma as well as individual scores in your higher level subjec’cs. These

O]q:CFS Wl” vary, FC]qCCtiﬂg SUPPly ancl clemancl ]COF tI"IC course.

The gracles requirecl will dePencl on the Populari’cy of the course and institution for which you
are aPPlying, e.g an offer for Ve’cerinary Science (one of the most PoPular courses) will be
very high, Probablg 35+ Points in the cliPloma. Such courses and institutions are not

necessarily the best suited to you.

Joint Degrees and less PoPular courses often attract much lower omcmcers, e.g offers for Joint

English and French Degrees are likelg to be lower than English by itself.

ComPeti’cive universities will be lool(ing for the full diPloma and may SPCCH:H an overall score

(e.g. 32 Points) and/or sPeci{:ic levels in certain subjec’cs, esPecially at Higher Level (e.g. 32

Points, incluclinga 6in Higher Physics). However, some less comPeti’cive institutions may not
require the full DiPloma and may base their offers on your Perf:ormance in individual

certificates. More detail can be found by contac’cingthe Admissions Offices at universities.

B United States of America

There are over 3000 institutions in America oquering courses that lead to clegrees. These
schools have a great varie’cy of admissions considerations. A Publicly funded ‘state’ school
tends to give Priori’cy to students who aPPly from within their state. Private schools tend to

PlaCC much 1655 emphasis on WI"ICFC HOU come {:rom but also tCI’lCl to bC more CXPCI’ISiVC. In
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either case, students who aPPly from RCHK to comPeti’cive schools in America must have
something more to offer than decent gracles...
The most comPeti’cive schools tend to look at five areas of a student through their aPPlication

(wi’ch varying clegrees of emphasis).

1. Academic Performance — Thisis recorded on your transcriPt which will (most likely}
show your MYP gracles through to your Predic’cecl IB score. Schools are lool(ing not only
for goocl grades, but also for consis’cency, variety and cha”enge across sukjec’cs. Your

choice of subjec’cs is nearly as imPortant as the gracles you earn in those subjec’cs.

2. Standardised Test Scores — Tests such as the TOEFL, SAT and SAT Subjec’c Tests
are usua”y requirecl by schools, not so much as an admissions test but rather to confirm or
ques’cion the information which is Proviclecl on your transcript. it your first language is not
English, you are s’crongly advised to take the TOEFL whether it is requirecl or not, as it
helPs to show your level of English Pro{:iciencg inclepenclent of other factors.

3. CAS —More comPeti’cive universities are not only interested in choosing students who are
acaclemica”y strong, You should also show your maturity and s’creng’ch of character
through your involvement with others. Choose two or three main activities to commit to
meaning{:u”y and contribute to with maturity. What the activities are is less imPortant than

what you do in the ac’civity.

4. References — These are requirecl or recommended by most universities and are written
by up to three o{:your teachers. Itis also a goocl idea to have an extra reference from
someone you know or have worked with in community service or activities. This helps to
veri{g and show more {:u”y what tyPe o{: a student (ancl Person) you are, bo’ch in and

outside the classroom.

5. Student Essag/Application Questions/Interviews — Questions related to these
are often worded somethinglike this:
a. Tellusabouta signhcicant exPerience you have had and how it has affected you.

b. Tell us about a Place or person that/who has influenced you and why.

In these ques’cions, schools are not so interested in comParingyour exPeriences with
o’chers, nor the Places and People who you have known as much as they are interested in
what is imPortant to you and why. This is one of the ways they getto understand what
your values are like, what level of maturity you will bring with you and what kind of
character you possess. Through your essays and interviews, your schools are looking to
see how well you match their school rather than to test your sui’cability fora Par’cicular

course.
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C CANADA

Admission to universities leading to a Bachelors Degree is based upon satistactory results

upon Hign School graduation. You will need to Provide the to”owing:

a) Completcd aPPIication forms

by official school Transcripts

o) Academic Reference

d) Predicted 1B Diploma scores

e) Proof of Proticicncg in English e.g. TOEFL (a letter from the school
cmPhasizing the aPPIicant’s Hucncg in English may be sufficient)

P Certified Photocopics of examination certificates

g} Non ~ Canadian citizens will need to obtain sPccial documents before

studging in Canada. Enquirc at the Canadian Consulate about this.

Universities will be looking for a full diPloma and may sPecity an overall score (e.g. 32 Points)
or sPecity levels in certain subjects esPecially at Higner (e.g. 32 Points, incluclinga 6in Higner
Economics). More detail can be found by contacting the Admissions Offices or consulting
the sPecitic university reference book. Please note that some 1B courses are grantecl
advanced credit automatica”y. Please also note that the education received and the

programmes run are very similar in all the universities across Canada.

The emPnasis in Canadian universities is on gracles rather than extra-curricular activities,
which are usua”y regarded as not as imPortant. The requirements for accePtance from

international schools are listed in the individual handbook for each university.

AccePtance at Canadian co”eges is not based on grades, as most schools are open access
(excePt some co”eges which are feeder schools for universities). APPlicants gain a Place
tnrough a lottery system. All co”eges have an orientation programme sPecitically for overseas
students and at this Point in time it is easier for non- residents of Canada to gain acceptance
to a co”ege. Co”eges also require a TOEFL score of 550 or above, (or equivalent English
language test) althougn a letter stating the aPPlicant’s tluency in English may be sufficient.
lncreasinglg, many universities will also base conditional offers on activities and community

involvement as well as a student essay or responses to aPPlication questions.

While your gracles are imPortant, it is even more imPortant that you ensure you have the
proper course Pre—requisites. For examPle, in some cases ityou want to stucly Business, you
MUST have HL Mathematics or your aPPlication will not even be considered. You need to

research these Pre—requisites tu”y.
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D Australia

There are several methods of aPPlying to Australian universities:

a) Pre-1B Diploma (i.e. before complcting Y13)

Some students attempt to aPPly to institutions micl—way through their DiPloma in the hoPe of
being accepted to a ‘Foundation Course’. For some students this may present Problems in
the future. Students who comPlete the Foundation Course are not guaranteecl a Place on a
clegree programme and their foundation course quali{:ication may be very limited in the way it is
recognisecl for aPPlication to other universities. All institutions Pre{:er students to have
comPletecl their full 1B DiPloma as this Provides students with the most comPrehensive
grounding for tertiary education and makes them far more eligible when comPeting for Places

with local aPPlicants.

b) After complcting the Diploma

Students with a full 1B DiPloma can be given an offer of a Place based on these at an
Australian university. Some courses will require high gracles such as Medicine and Law, while
others may accePt students with much lower grades. vyOU will need find out what entrance
quali{:ications are requirecl. APPlications such as this can be made either cluring the SPring

(micl—gear intake) for some courses or after gracluation n Aug/SePt for all courses.

o) Through the Highcr School Certificate (HSC) or Other External Exams

This is taken in the Autumn term of Year 1% before IB exams are taken. Some students sit the
HSC (Higher School Certificate) examinations to imProve their chances of an oﬁ:er, it they are
exPec’cing to obtain only average gracles at IB. However, you should be aware of the
additional workload involved and how it might affect your progress in your 1B sukjec’cs. The
best oPtion would be to wait until after the IB to sit the HSC (or other State equivalent
external examination). Thisis a relatively unusual Path as you would be sitting exams that you

have not been s’cuclying{:or.

d) 1B Certificates

Students with these quali{:ications may be eligible for entrance into TAFE Co”eges and Private
Vocational Education Institutions. APPlication Proceclures for TAFE Co”eges are similar to
Universities. Please note that all institutions require Pro{:iciencg in English. Entrance into some
clegree programmes will require an interview ancl/or an additional entrance exam (eg.
Medicine).

e) Mid-Year Intake

Some programmes accePt students into the second semester of the first year of studies.
These programmes are not very common but students who do not wish to wait several months
after Finishing Year 13, may consider Fincling out if the institutions and programmes they are
interested in offer this oPtion. Students would aPPly in March and begin studies in July.
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E HONG KONG

As non-JUPAS aPPlicants (le. non-local school), you will aPPly clirectly to the universities for
admission. As all programmes are genera”y government funded, universities have rough
‘quotas’ (by Percent) that limit the number of non-JUPAS students they accePt, and

theretore, many courses are extremely comPetitive.

Most universities require a full 1B diPloma as a minimum requirement. They expect ESF
students to have Chinese to 1B Standard Level/Higher Level. The Chinese University has
become quite strict on their need for Mandarin/Chinese as the second language, but have
also initiated a scheme of waiving this requirement for international students if they are of a
suitable strength. Aclclitiona”y, Hong Kong University norma”y requires aPPlicants to have
successtu”y taken the HKAL Use of English. They waive this requirement if a student earns a
4 or above in English Al oraj or above in English A2 or English B. It is best to fulfil their
exPectations as far as Possible, but remember that they look at non-JUPAS aPPlicants on an

individual basis.

Offers are given based on your Preclictecl grades. You may be interviewed and offers can be
‘Firm’ or ‘Conditional’, dePending on the results of your examinations. Some aPPlicants who
are not given offers may be Placed on a reserve list and reviewed when results are known in

July, once your final examination results are available.

Please note that many of Hong Kong’s universities will require a dePosit to secure a Place

once an offer has been made, this can be quite substantial.
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.10 QUESTIONS TO EVALUATE UNIVERSITY
PREFERENCES...

These questions are to ]'1<:|P you sort out what are imPortant factors in your search
fora Place to stucly after hig]ﬁ school. Too often students do not take the time to
decide what is imPortant to them and get swept along in the Frenzg of friend’s
oPinions, Parental pressure and big name recognition. As you begin to decide what
is imPortant to you, remember to relay these decisions to your parents and discuss

WHY t]ﬁey are imPortant.

1. WHAT SATISFACTIONS AND FRUSTRATIONS DO YOU
EXPECT TO ENCOUNTER IN UNIVERSITY? What are you looking
forward to? W]ﬁat worries you most? W]ﬁat do you hoPe to gain from

universitg? What is the overricling consideration in your choice of universitg?

2. WHY DO YOU WANT AN EDUCATION? W]"IH are you going to

universitg?

3. HOW DO YOU WANT TO GROW AND CHANGE IN THE NEXT
FEW YEARS? What kind of environment would stimulate or inhibit the

growt]ﬁ you woulcl Iike to see”

4. WHICH INTERESTS DO YOU WANT TO PURSUE IN
UNIVERSITY? Do your interests require any sPeciaI facilities, programs,
or oPPortunities? Consider ALL your interests in terms of fields of stucly,
activities, communitg and cultural oPPortunities? Are you more interested in

career Preparation, technical training or general knowledge and skills of

inquiry?

5. WHAT DEGREE OF ACADEMIC CHALLENGE 1S BEST FOR
YOU? What balance of stucly, activities and social life suits you the best?
How interested are you in the substance of intellectual life: books, ideas,

issues and discussion? Do you want an academic program where you must
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10.

work hard?  Or one where you can make resPectable gracies without
knocking HourselF out? How imPortant is it to you to Per‘Form at the top of
your class or would you be satisfied to be in the middle or bottom of your
university class? How well do you resPonci to academic pressure and

comPetition from others?

HOW WOULD YOU FEEL ABOUT GOING TO UNIVERSITY
WHERE YOU WERE RARELY TOLD WHAT TO DO? How much

structure and direction do you need?

HOW WOULD YOU ENJOY LIVING IN A DIFFERENT PART OF
THE WORLD? How often do you want to be able to £0 home? What kind
of ci'iange in your IiFestyle and Perspective migi'it be exciting, or ciistressing

and overw]'ielming?

WHAT KIND OF SURROUNDINGS ARE ESSENTIAL TO YOUR
WELL-BEING? Are there certain Places, activities, countrysicie terrain,
weather or pace of life that make you i'iaPPH? Do you PreFer a fast-
environment where somet]ning is i'iaPPening most of the time? Do you PreFer
an organizeci environment where you can join a wide Variety of Planneci
activities? Do you PreFer a more serene anciJ relaxed environment where you

can gO HOUF own wag?

HOW WOULD YOU FEEL ABOUT GOING TO A UNIVERSITY
WHERE THE OTHER STUDENTS WERE QUITE DIFFERENT
FROM YOU? How would you react? Would you find it an exciting or
intimidating environment? Would you PreFer to be with People who share
your ViewPoints and IiFestyles or who c]ﬁa”enge and make you question your

values?

HOW FREE DO YOU FEEL TO MAKE VYOUR OWN
UNIVERSITY DECISIONS? Do you and your Parents agree about
your Post seconciarg Plans? How imPortant to you are ti'ie oPinions OF your

Parents and friends?

22



MAKING YOUR LIST!

Make sure that as you start making your list, you Provicle for a Variety of
admissions levels. Divide your university choices into three categories:
STRETCHING, ‘GOOD FIT’ FOR ME, SECURE. In diiding the
universities into these categories, compare your SAT scores and IB gracles with

those of each co”ege being considered. Use the Fo”owing as guiclelines:

> STRETCHING: The average Points/GPA scores or other admissions
criteria of entering freshmen will be (signiﬁcantly?) hig]ﬁer than yours. Make
sure all of your choices are not in this category. if all are hig]ﬁly selective and
you get turned down by one, you will most M«:IH get turned down by alll

> ‘GOOD FIT’ FOR ME: The average Points/GPA scores and yours will

be in the same categorg. The other criteria for admissions (test scores etc.)

are within your ProFiIe. The other factors of admissions selectivity also fit
your talents and interests.

» SECURE: The average GPA and test scores of entering freshmen will be
(signiﬁcantly?) lower than yours. The main questions to ask are... “is this a
saFetu school for me?” AND "f accePtecl, would 1 be glacl to attend?"

PLEASE NOTE: Make sure you take as much care c]ﬁoosing schools in this
category as you do for the “Reac]ﬁing.” Not]ﬁing is more difficult that trying to find
a rePIacement in APriI when a student realizes that t]ﬁey do not want to attend their
saFetH school! Remember admission is not guaranteecl at any school unless t]ﬁey

state t]ﬁey are “oPen admissions.”

KeeP in mind that c]ﬁoosing your "secure” schools is actua”y the most imPortant
decision. These have to be schools that you would rea”y like to attend, but that
have lower admissions standards. Lower admission requirements do not mean that
the school is not a goocl institution; it simPIH serves a different Population of
students.

Students are urgecl to gve careful consideration to Provicling for cliversity of
admissions standards in their final list of co”eges. In other words, one should not

aPPIH exclusivelg to schools that have a rePutation for being hig]ﬁly selective.
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SPECIAL NOTE:

LEARN YOUR MAILING
ADDRESS!
AND WRITE IT THE SAME EVERY
TIME!

Makc sure you know thc Posta/ code and a// thc
correct
abbreviations so thatyour corrcspondcncc

from universities arrives in a timc/y manner!

Use this address consistcnt/y!

Even minor changcs (like using “Miss/Ms.”) can

result in confusion, if not used consistcnt/y.

Decide how you will write your name and address and write them here:

Name:
Address:

Telephone Number:
E-Mail Address:
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International

www.braintrack.com

This website links to the home website of every m@'or university in the world. If you need to

locate a sPech[ic university ’s website, this is the P/ace to start.
Hong Kong
httP://www.mit.edu:800]/People/cdemeuo/hk.html

This website contains links to all the ma’or universities in Hong Kong.
United States

httP://www.Princetonreview.com/co”ege/

Personalize the co//cgc search. You tell the database who you are, how you’rc doing in
sc/mo/, what’s imPortant to you ina co//cge, what you would like to study, how much youcan
Pay; efc, and the cnglhe will generate several suggcstcd co//cgcs. Drawback? It’s not
comP/ctc(g unbiased. There may be some great selections for you that do not appear in their
database.

httP: //www.bls. gov/ search/ooh .asP?ct:OOH

This website contains tens of thousands of careers found in the United States. It Providcs a

thorough dcscription of many aspccts of each career and indicates the various educational
Pat/ms that wou/d qua/i{g a student to Practice that career.
http // apps. co”egeboard com/myroad/ navxgator |sp’?t:§5l&1~homepage

T/ws wcbsrtc rcqutrcs a /og—ln All students will receive t/761r /og—ln when thcy get their results
from the PSA T/NMSQT. This site contains a Pcrsona/lty assessment that is linked to several
tools for cxP/orlhg career options. Allows for Pcrsona/iza tion according to each student’s
goa/s cxpcricnccs and test scores.

http //www.actstudent. orsz;/plannmsz;/
T/ws website run by the Peop/c at the American Co//egc Test Prowdes more i’lPS tricks and

advice than you could Poss:b(g read in a lifetime. Lots of good information that is organlzcd n
a uscr—;fricnd(g way.

United Kingdom

WWW.UC3s.com

I you P/an to attend school in Great Britain, you WILL use this site. Even if you’'re not
considcrlhg Great Britain, this site can be interesting. Lists all the courses available at British
universities. Anyt/ﬁng you need to know about going to univcrsity in Great Britain can be

found at this site. ( Univcrsity and Co//cges Admission Service)
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ONGOING TASKS:

- General selection of univcrsi’cg

- Evaluate individual aP’ci’cude and interest to select university majors

- Talk with parents about universities, locations, costs

- Accumula’ce suPPlementarg documentation (Ex’cernal examinations,
essays, Pho’cos, documents attesting to financial standing, visa

documenta’cion, records from Previous schools, etc)

THINGS TO KEEP IN MIND ALL YEAR:

- KCCP an accurate FCCOFCI O{: a” COYTCSPO]’]dC]’]CC.

~ KEEP a copy of ALL applications, essays, documents, etc.

~ Budge’c your time.

READ! READ! READ! READ! READ! READ! READ!

The single most rePea’ced word of advice from teachers, counselors and university

admissions People is READ!

Coming Soon
1. The APPIication Process late SPring 2008
2. Writing the Personal Statement Summer 2008
3. Getting Scholarships ScPtember 2008
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