
Unit Name & 
Theme

AOI Focus & 
Unit Question(s)

Student Led 
Expectations 
(SLE)

Texts & 
Resources

Written Text 
Types

Formative 
Assessment 

Summative 
Assessment

Language 
Focus

Literature Focus & 
Terms

Other Skills 
Focus

“Heroes Around 
Us”

Heroes and 
heroism

AOI: 
Community 
Service

Unit Question:
What makes 
someone heroic?

LEGACY

Discuss and 
develop the 
concept of 
community by 
examining and 
analysing the 
situations of 
communities 
they are part of.

“The 
Highwayman” 
by Alfred Noyes 

‘Comanche 
Chief, The 
Peace Maker” 
by George Bird 
Grinnell

“A Chinese 
Hero - Han 
Hsin”

“The 
Unwelcome 
Guest” by 
Woody Guthrie 
recorded by 
Billy Bragg and 
Wilco

Various Ballads

“The Female 
Highwayman” 
by Lesley 
Nelson-Burns

“Bold Dickie”

“Dick Turpin 
and the 
Lawyer”

“Wild Colonial 
Boy”

“The Three 
Butchers”

FILM Study 
(“Shrek or 
Finding Nemo”)

Ballad structure

Short Stories

English Texts and 
Skills
(Unit 5 – Poetry)

Comparison of 
the concepts of 
leadership and 
heroism

Independent 
and group 
poetry analysis

Poetry devices 
used to portray 
feelings and 
reflect on 
experiences

Film study 
analysis 
activities and 
responses in 
journal

Group Dramatic 
Reading of The 
Highwayman

Write own ballad

Parody – 
Fairytale heroes
(Film study)

Ballad structure 
and style

Techniques to 
portray heroes

Direct and indirect 
characterisatoin
Plot

Poetic Devices:
Meter
Rhyme scheme
Rhythm

Film analysis
Camera angles, shots, 
movement.
Sound / music
Colour
Editing
Setting
Lighting

Approaches 
to learning
Cue cards

Group work
Group 
dramatized 
reading

Oral Skills
Oral 
presentation
Dramatised 
reading

Technology
Podcasts using 
Guitarband

“Children In 
Conflict”

The experience of 
children in conflict 
situations

AOI: 
Health and Social 
Education

AOI:Environment

Unit Question:
How do 
individuals 
change and grow 
through conflict? 

•

Consider how 
they form and 
nurture 
relationships 
with others and 
with some 
guidance, 
understand, and 
grow in their 
relationships 
with peers, 
teachers and 
family 
members.

Explain, 
illustrate, 
examine, and 
further explain 
the effects of 
one 
environment on 
another.

Novel Study:
“Music On the 
Bamboo Radio”
Martin Booth

“Diary of Ann 
Frank”; and 
other war time 
Diary excerpts

Universal 
Declaration of 
Human Rights

United Nations 
Convention on 
the Rights of the 
Child

Personal recount 
narrative (i.e. 
Diary)

Comparative 
essay 

English Texts and 
Skills
(Unit 2 – Diary 
writing)

Reading 
response 
journal – linked 
to novel

Class 
discussion

Vocabulary 
building - 
Activities and 
quizzes

Literature 
Circle 
responses

Excursion to 
Hongkong 
Museum of 
Coastal 
Defence and 
Lei Yue Mun 
(Activity 
reflection 
booklet)

Comparative 
essay on two 
novel characters 
(Comparison of 
3 key traits)

Creative Diary 
of a child in 
wartime

Five paragraph 
essay structure 
and style

Diary format and 
style

Language Features in 
Novels:
Characteristics
Characterization
Plot 
Exposition/orientation
Complication
Conflict/problem
Protagonist
Central character
Minor character
Major character

Approaches 
to Learning
• Creative 

writing 
• Note-taking
• Reading

Group work
• Reading 

groups 
• Peer editing 

Thinking 
Activities 
Examine 
media 
coverage of 
children in 
conflict

Technology
• Plot 

diagrams 
• Inspiration 

software 
application

“Prejudice and 
discrimination”

Rights and 
Responsibilities

IDU Link with Year 
8 Humanities Unit 
“Explorers”

AOI:
Health and Social 
Education

Unit Question:
Why do some 
humans treat 
others as 
inferiors?

Consider how 
they form and 
nurture 
relationships 
with others and 
with some 
guidance, 
understand, and 
grow in their 
relationships 
with peers, 
teachers and 
family 
members.

Short story – 
“On the 
Sidewalk 
Bleeding”

Novel Study: 
Lizzie Bright 
and the 
Buckminster 
Boy by Gary D. 
Schmidt

Online news 
about Three 
Gorges and 
other Chinese 
development 
involving 
relocation of 
residents

Letter writing

Newspaper 
editorial

English Texts and 
Skills (Unit 16 – 
Editorials)

Creation of wall  
display 
showing plot 
structure

Character 
study: Building 
character 
profiles from 
textual 
evidence

Journal 
responses to 
novel

Oprah Show 
role-play: 
Malaga Island 
development

Novel analysis 
(Group visual 
representation 
and oral 
presentation to 
class) – Literary 
Devices 
Presentation to 
class  (Write a 
paragraph on 
ONE literary 
device).  
POSTER to 
show each of 
the literary 
devices.

Letter of concern 
to UNHCR re 
human rights 
abuse

Persuasive writing

Literary Devices used 
in novel:
Plot
Setting
Imagery
Allusion
Metaphor
Simile
Personification
Diction
Dialogue
Theme

Approaches to 
Learning  
Wall display
Chapter 
summaries

Group work
Reading 
groups 
Peer editing 
Presentation of
Chapter 
summaries

Oral tasks
Oral 
presentation
Class 
discussion

“Ha Ha 
Hilarious?”

Narrative Recount

AOI: 
Health and Social 
Education

Unit Question: 
How does my 
behavior influence 
how I interact with 
people and my 
environment

Consider how 
they form and 
nurture 
relationships 
with others and 
with some 
guidance, 
understand, and 
grow in their 
relationships 
with peers, 
teachers and 
family 
members.

“BOY” Roald 
Dahl

“Misery Guts” 
Morris 
Gleitxmann

Various short 
stories 
demonstrating 
humorous writing 
techniques

Autobiographical 
narrative – using 
Humorous recount 
writing techniques

English Texts and 
Skills – Unit 6 and 
Unit 11 (Humorous 
writing and 
autobiographies)

Poster – It’s all 
about me!

Group tutorials 
(Research and 
present humour 
writing 
techniques)

Reading 
response journal 
(annotation of 
narratives)

Class discussion

Vocabulary 
building 
exercises and 
quizzes

Write a Narrative 
humorous recount

Writing

Research and oral 
presentationskills

Techniques used in humor 
writing

Exaggeration
Parody
Pun
Understatement
Surprise
Contrast

Autobiographies
1st person narrative

Approaches to 
Learning  
• Writing skills
• Note-taking
• Reading 

Thinking 
Activities 
• Poster 

production
• Discussion of 

memorable 
events – 
humorous 
perspectives

Group work
• Research and 

presentation

Technology
• Web-based 

research on 
definitions and 
examples of 
writing 
techniques
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